
Synopsis of the Submission to Treasury regarding Draft Carbon Tax Proposal 

I am submitting this response to Treasury’s Carbon Tax proposal as my entry for the Freedom Fest 

competition. 

It is the most recent submission I have made, and is a good example of the type of work I have done 

in this regard, and intend to do more of into the future. While there are four organisations listed as 

being joint submitters of this, I can attest to the fact that the work was 100% mine personally, and 

that I requested the other organisations to be co-submitters to improve the credibility of the 

submission. 

I had two major concerns with the proposed legislation (which has not as yet gone any further, and 

was not included in the budget this year as was initially anticipated). These were the following: 

1. That the motivation for the tax was disingenuous. It is claimed that it is to reduce 

Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions, whereas it would actually appear to be a simple revenue 

generating activity, which is not ring-fence to be for the benefit of the environment. 

2. That there is a fundamental logic problem with regard to the amount of GHG emissions this 

tax is supposed to reduce. 

I was able to present this to the Treasury’s working committee, and had a favourable response. 

Significantly it would appear that my submission was the only one they received that criticised the 

logic. Most other submissions centred on the severe financial hardship this tax would impose on 

industry. 

As a result of this Freedom Fest competition, I have decided to take my submission further and to 

attempt to get it heard by the DA’s spokesmen on Finance and the Environment. I have not been 

able to achieve this as yet – but am committed to do this before the end of the year. 

 

 

Mark Heaton 


