
Why I should be sent to Freedom Fest 

Ultimately, the real reasons I would like to attend Freedom Fest have to be purely selfish in nature: 

- I would significantly enhance my libertarian intellectual resource. 

- I would like to hear Peter Schiff speak (a particular contemporary economic hero of mine), 

and hopefully get to meet him. 

- I would greatly enjoy interacting with new and diverse people sharing a common 

fundamental belief in individual liberty. 

However, the benefit should not merely accrue to me personally, particularly as it will have been 

financed graciously by Bob Glenister. I will therefore gladly agree to give a presentation at this year’s 

LibSem on one or more topics covered at the Freedom Fest which I see as relevant to us in South 

Africa. Hopefully this will allow delegates a vicarious benefit from my attendance. 

Further, and in line with the terms and conditions of entry, I undertake to glean as much information 

and political technology as possible from the Freedom Fest with regard to challenges to legislation 

that impacts upon individual liberty and to become a more regular submitter of challenges and 

contributions to draft legislation. 

I have to-date – either solely, or as part of a committee, drafted and submitted 4 detailed challenges 

to proposed legislation: 

- Proposed changes to advertising of infant formula, breast-feeding substitutes and infant 

feeding equipment. [We managed to delay the imposition of this legislation for more than 7 

years, and it is now back in its 4th revision from the Dept of Health as a result of our 

challenges] 

- The Protection of Personal Information Act 

- The Consumer Protection Act 

- The imposition of a carbon tax on Fuel and Electricity 

In each case, I have guided the submission and based my contributions on a fundamental belief in 

first generation rights and pointing out particularly where legislation conflicts with this, and indeed 

where it conflicts with just simple logic. 

 

 

Mark Heaton 


